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ABSTRACT Limit of 500 words 

Domestic violence is a health care issue of epidemic proportions in North America.  In addition to the immediate health 
consequences, domestic violence is a significant risk factor for poor health outcome throughout the lifespan of the victims. 
Curricula addressing intimate partner violence that have been designed to train students in various professions have proliferated 
over the past few years.  However, screening for abuse is still extremely rare in the health care setting.  If abuse is disclosed, 
many physicians do not know how or do not have the resources to deal with this issue.  There are numerous barriers to 
discussing and managing abuse with patients.  One that has been identified repeatedly is the lack of education regarding 
intimate partner violence within the medical curriculum.   
   Our objectives were to design and implement a curriculum to improve our students’ knowledge and skill in the management 
of intimate partner violence. 
   This presentation demonstrates a unique and innovative interactive workshop designed and implemented at Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada.  The workshop trains students from the Schools of Medicine, Nursing, Rehabilitation 
Therapy (Physical and Occupational) and Law in a multi/inter-disciplinary setting.  The workshop utilizes the expertise of 
faculty members from the community, various government agencies, and several university departments. Teaching format of 
the workshop includes didactic presentations from experts and front-line workers, video presentations, and interactive small 
group discussions. This multi/inter-disciplinary approach more accurately models the “real life” complicated matrix of 
clinical/professional practice in which professionals from various agencies and clinical departments work together to assist 
victims of intimate partner violence. 
   Pre/post-tests results of the students completing the workshop as well as the evaluation of the workshop will also be 
presented. 
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