
Routes to Certification for Specialty Designation

Applicant

In conjunction with Regulatory Authorities
Through UniversityRoyal College

Academic 

Certification

Full time academic 5+ 

years

OUTSIDE CANADA

recruited at Associate 

Professor or higher

üCurriculum Vitae

üSupport letter (Dean & Chair)

Approved by Education 

Committee

“Practice Ready 

Assessment”

(Formerly FMRAC)

“Accelerated Training”

Individual Competency 

Assessment

Assessment (3 to 6 

months)

üReview of training in 

international jurisdiction

ü2+ years Canadian residency 

program

üAttestation by program 

director

üFITER

ExaminationüCPD Rx + Examination

CertificationCertification

JurisdictionalTraditional

üReview of training

üFITER/CCR

Certification from approved 

jurisdictions

(+ meet STR requirements)

Traditional

Partial credit

Graduates completing 

Canadian or ACGME 

programs

(+ meet STR 

requirements)

üReview of training

üFITER

Examination

Certification

Legend

ACGME – Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education

CCR – Comprehensive Competency Report

CPD – Continuing Professional Development

FITER – Final In-Training Evaluation Report

FMRAC – Federation of Medical Regulatory Authorities of Canada

IMG – International Medical Graduates

RC – Royal College

STR – Specialty Training Requirements

Full time academic 5+ 

years

IN CANADA

recruited at rank lower 

than Associate Professor

Engaged in CPD 

and promoted to 

Associate Professor

Certification*

*Dependant on University position

Examination

Certification

Full credit

Property of The Royal College.  This is a reference document only.  To obtain detailed information, please contact the The Royal College Credentials Unit at 
credentials@Royalcollege.ca

üFITER/CCR

Competency based CPD fulfilled

Practice Eligibility 

Route

Licensed but not 

certified specialists

ü 24 months tailored 

CPD program

ü Review training

ü Review scope of 

practice

ü Review multisource 

feedback

ü Review feedback from 

Chief of Staff

Assessment

Examination

Route A

In Practice 

Assessment

Route B

Certification

Some specialties available in 2012
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